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Scene 82 in Dust, cut out of the finished film
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Research on Wild West
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Scene 73, NYC 1945, in Dust, cut out from the finished film
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Costume research

British 19th Century publications on the Balkans
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Woaden bed & bedclathes

4d Armercan plove

Stocls

2 x wooden chairs

Wooden coal peg rack

Old wooden shelves' comencupboard
Huptinggus .
Baby coffin { dressed inside with cream fabrnic ete )
Seorm lamp & cdl lamp

Dined flowers o hang

Few old clothes _

Fewar utensls [ kichen mema

Wash jug & bowd

Trinketa/ smalls for dressing shelves
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SETE FOR MACEDONIA
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Large st as per red.
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Alfcan masks & fifecs
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Skopje, May 15, 2000

FOR: CHRIS AUTY
DOBAEMICD PROCADTC

FROM: MILCHO MANCHEVSKL

Dear Chris amd Doemeenico,
The Crermnan producers insisied thai th.,
The canvera package was lalg,

The equipment i il was wiong.

ROTES FROM HOSFITAL VISIT, MARCH 1o, 2000

SCRIPT--0, §7-"She’s gone™ changed be *1'm sarry. =And you aseT" (0 Bdgal

SCRIPT--If patienn haa ded--never would say it They wosld losk atgloel and “all ™ {
The time.) Dr, wosdd leave wnd find family. Fring them outxde Use ream before ieiling tean,
“She wesl im0 arvest, e oo age. h-jt&-lumqwnr. Unfortuaaiely. e’y gpooe.

S CRIPT--Whea Angela dies—-Déctors would “call i -saying the TIME OF DEATH. They
weonrld patl B glorves off and leave the room. A lingering namse would book o EDGE and uy
"V nery.”

ALLe-Clrerty would tramfer body [iom bed boa DURNEY . Body woukd be COVERED with

white st and taken b + Uhadly @ MAN oalled & of AP uary
persce Woukd come sad b ot e ot wear n WHITE T SHIRT and WHITE
ANTS,

RLL-<A specinl shevaior iy used v imasfer paticats! bodees covered in shesis}

EURIPT-SECURITY would be called rathes thsn a guard, A plonss would ke picked ip by the
pasiont's bed o cutside the mom: ] kave a problem hese.”

ALL--2ND HEART ATTACK-- a TEAM OF EIGHT. Immediaie team of THREE. Another
ivams of THREE -FIVE would resh is Th%m-mﬂﬂml il MASEAGE THE
HEART, FLIMFING AR, CHBCK V'S, BN . SOMEONE CALL OUT
WHATS HAFPENING WITH MACHINERY, DEFIBULATOR WOURLD BE USED-—-asd b the
BACK A MAIN PHYSICIAN -ﬂhtﬂlﬂl?wf'ﬂlﬂm.

SOUND TECHNICTAN-Becced week befom ihoot, soumds of FR, Doctors calling oul
aeders, monilon reaning, beeps, mackiss, pagen o

WARTROBE-- BLUE sorubs for seraes. Also leral aad comic beoll chamcter

CRREEM ~pesident, STTENIMMG FIYSIOIAN--plain chotbeashin wi' tie) with LAR
COAT.

DAVID & PROFPS--Hoves on ol all imes. Ciloves sored outisle of oo Sometimes 8 Box
on e oo i wll,

JULTE--DELIVERY MAN W1 FLOWERSTEXTRA)

ALL--TELEMETRY AREA-sinp dows from BOU-—Anpels 5 more recovesed than U
sinbilioed - talking. 1L wery very svere. Patiest's all mosivoeed. Crntral Murses
ART-- CRASH CART FOR SCENIE-has defibelstor—red chest of deawers fike o ool cheat.
e small, red 400l choat-fike oo os iop)

ART--DOORS ARE ALWAYS OPEN. F"'aimhm Fire haeard.
Aszggela would by right ol of HURSE™S STATION,

SCRIPT--Maaive e sttack-Kicking o Moo GASPIN0—aa’ talk--shaking-- ko a weizu.
mhwuw1m.-hmhmﬁumﬂ{nw Helding hear.

The German Line producer Frank Drragun gave instructsons 1o the rentad house to seed 8
completelly diffrerent camera 1o production, bat bo keep thai a secrel from the DO and from

production (), supposadly hoping nobody sl notice (1)
With partners ke this who nesds problems?

Bem regands,

Milcho Mamchevaki

ez Huw Jones



Froam Milc o Mans vk

T Richard Gere

Dizar Richarnd

It's heen more than nine manths sinte we sladed working an DUS]
Thee lasa veme we spoke, wou calbed o say thar we were making the filme You sere very enghaisiastic
abouwt it You said thaa o's ditfiouls to bnng you 1o the alear, but once you re thene, you said, vou e

. agls Y
lully dedicated

Since then vou cha '|Q|'|J. the star dave of ihe fikm L e |'|'-I|'|‘| i Merwe, Bd bs noi clio 5img the

deal even for the Juby date.  Ave we making this film or nos?

Mease adwise

Youirs
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GUTTES oW OTHER BGiMCES LLISTED A8 TRABITIOHAE Phin'Eaks|

g, 571 “Let jestice ba done though the Beavens fell.”
Boo. dise.: Fil:. omt. 1st Cit.: U662: Watsem, A Decapordon
af Teh Joocllibsticall Questions Concarning Religdon and Stats.
Z£0th Cencury Collection: Stavenson 120612,  (Asarican Proverba
beak, pg. B3

Fg. 571 “Trare e dessiny Chat makes =8 brothars.”
Rec, digt.r Calif., WY, (Aesrices Provecbs book, pg. 145

Fg. &40 "A brother's envy Ls sores thas sa snemy' s hatoed.”
mes. dlst.r Calif. (Biceal

Pg. TE1 "Aster to sshas,”
Rec. dist.: Uad., Can. IDLCo: ASeclcan Provesl Book 4. 2%
LTh

knd here are mere quotas which 1 esded = pot using in the ssript
#0 [at, but s cah fe-vialt thes., Al - U6 geastdl - any sogpeitlices
from yod e Welooos .

Love 18 Steesgy as daath, Sy ol B Losan
Hhospsver Lateth Ria baciher im & merdsrer.

I willl mhavw wsts Ehas B judgessnt cf Lha great shors That? sittsth
upnn many weters.

o Erug dnd righledud ars Hla Yuldgaehites -4 e hatlh idged Lhe Jradt
whors which errupt the ssrth with her formbication;

Thera ahall B o Whatw.

Wow ler Ules pol sway Lhelr whoeedos, asd Lhe carcasses of thelr
Eings; fat feom se; and § wWwlll Sesmll lh t8% mldak oFf thea farerer.

Whoredos et wine and new wine Cake suay the heart,

For the apirlt of whoredoms hath cegeed Ehem to aryr, s« Chay bhave
gone & whorisg from under their god.

For Ehis e k=ow, that no whorssonger. Ber unclesn pacsan, moT

casket on chakrs (p. &7 + 8d,, eeeen e e e e
. 8t. lLuke was the first Lcon-painter, his subject the wviecgln and
child

. A sign in Haskell, copied in Amarillo and other places: “Whiskey.
the road to ruin. Come in."
« In the Balkans the centuries do not follow one ancther: they
co-exlst . M. M. Bralilsford: Macedonlia and Its Races
o TUCSOM BOOK, P 41, Chioan named Phoclen B. Way
. French sources: the village of Armensko wae destroyed, p. 148
» 8lobeda Hoceva: &=yr old baby tessed by the Turks into fire
» Hikola Topalow, aguercilla of the village German cheta was captured
by the army in Elata area, They skinned himallve, gauged his eyes,
and left him teo die.

fngel Andreov: Spomend, p. 330
. Rebgcca West: on a blopdy, reecking rock in Macedonia, she saw a
black lamb's throoat being cut in a folk-Christian fertility rite.

aEEAS T

Hope this is useful. Ie's seill diserganized, but it might help.
Talk to You soon.

Toucs.

Milcho
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Dhear Luben,
RE: =DUST"

Fasphiia T T I8 R
s B TR HE
L JLLE L N Ay

Lu—klumdhwmmmmm;ﬂnmmmur

lehwo Mancheviki's "DIST.

mhmnﬂhﬂulllullﬁmdewmeh

Macedonia Cermany nd oy, from = begal poisk off view [ owas aot possible 1o i
mf'hlul':lhlﬂbn—rn&#hlmh Macedonis because oo of the UK. Geamany or
Ty bas 5 Beluterad fd-prodection brany with Mecodonia, por has Macodonis muiSed e
Ceuneil of E=ope's Co-prodistion Comvmbon. (Miease rote that this wag no O cade
with "BEFODRE THE RAINY, where we were able o unlise Fresecds b lesesal co-

produstion treasy with the former Yugoslinia)
Fhowavar, Deouph o paeduisss - !

ArTes producar
Ehadow Desl, Mesedonis i3 compbrmely Imvaived = the prodostion of the film, This will

ek

e pedlecied Ln the eredits which willl viste e the co-produten amg prodecing e flm
la-{herman-Talian Co-producmen with

with Shaderw Dioel anZ 0o the fllm v af “Ang
Macedonis™

Tiease node that IF the film had B0t bess smrocnmed o sooordence with the Co-prodocnos
Ceavention then nsither cursalves nor the Ases Council of Exglend weald have been able

B3 e b L J1le

Unven that thess ase seven Dnancici Bvalved in tis ecbesny esd (hy mon dsdanii}
high-budper film. 1 am weere ther O prodoction srechae |3 exremtly comghomed.
Horvereny, [ know e will sheely Be recetwing from Chis Aoy coples of e main
ohEstactil pEPereniE bobaren e Mnaoces, cluding Shedow Dogd which

represenbing whe irnerests of the Mlasedneian Misters of Colne

quetstions nas doute Chiris will s able 16 anreer e,

I yese have any

[ the mmcientite, plodie eal] foc | you have dey comsnenis on the above. | Bops you bav

gt ol aence ML rReeting i Floopie i Mank

Saly 10" 2000 With kind regards.
Te Mlikhs
Frasa: LTuie

Tl iy
i SIMON PERRY

A o days g vou bl e e e of O iagreat
e, | burve ks By with Kyl and oo S with ki WS Bave e 80 s peopiy, pies denda ad
s finced | ncberrwing poople willl drifl psary el the i of the ooios will be kil

Lixis by e prosd sl et amathioring ther ool (gl | kv o i § ot Ty b 1l whemn
thary 1l do i, whisch it the case!s. 5o 711 e parying for i avont mryach - shisch b fise, w | think overyons b
piven mach 3 commime | the fibn. | bope 1 be et Kl wall b saning by with the sourd] systom from
T30 pams.

[
CHRIS




From:
T

Muméber of Pages (ingl, this one);

Dare:

AX

Milcho Manchewski
Vezna Jovanoska
e

February 5, 2000

MManchevaki, 7 comm mes Searbsia ' 00 e Tl sdome

Rles My Lomdon schedule

1. Onby 3 § hes to meet octors®

LB A RN T

2, Only four howrs scheduled for breakdown end schedule work with Brana and

Dario

3, How marny tapes toial coming? Hew much time ta view on Monday night?
4, Meed fo schedule working meetings with make-up desigrer
8. Mieed 16 schedule inferviews with more coffume designers.
&, Still waiting for stunt coordirator and FX resumes ond books/reels from

EEreany.

More pates on the shoating schedube to follow up.

Eerry Barden should tepe potential actors for Ampela well ahead of mry arrived in

MY

EC: Chris Auty

Nay 13, 2000
Dhear Anme:

Thank vou for vour fax.  Your fax was the first gme | was informed aboat vour
wied 1o be in Pars this very week - sothing Like that came to me Toom my
prodducer or from your agent. [ should have been informed weeks apo so that 1
coeld plan the rehearsal for the entire Glm.

In spite of whatever the original contract said. we changed the schedale ta fin voar
wreds,  This change would mean rehenrsal work and shooting in May,

Hegardless, there were days bifore and after your court appearanes which could
hnwe been used to rehearse, especinlly since everyome else {incheding Joe from
Lomdon and David from Australind got bere almost two weeks before the shoot for
thit viery reason.

The four diys alter your armval are nod four days for rebearsal: these four days
incliade time for Gtting, make-ug tests, travel and relocating the entine production
amad o rest doy for the st and erew an Sunday,

In nddition, doing your rehearsal during the Inst four days before the vwry shoot
means that the rehearsal is throwsm oot of chronology because we ane wisting it
nround to fit the days vou are godng to be pvmilohle, This is not fair to sveryone
olsn,

Eest,
Mibeha



Dust - ME production office

Ty R Tr e e——

Ul = O ST | I2-00E 2 Dbl 137700 Fam = 0 540 5 b
FUSIL, 14 2000

MEMO

T CHHEIS AUTY
COMENFOD PROCACTT
VESNA JOVANTEKA
KEVAN WA THOGI RO
BRAMA 3RO
HILOHD MANCHEVEK]

Manchevski with the Turkish ambassador and the
Macedonian Public Prosecutor Stavre Dzikov on
the set of Dust

FRON ROHERT IAZADEISKL Loswtion Mussger

The crew was immlied ssd diosrbed seday dee 05 M. Chersl Liogh' apgrsaivg sverose of imlsal
Fighls e Him

a ke inBraiions ta dafewd e vighy o @ o (Tage degg (' Bich, &y [he way, man gaiin comiemabby gad
Bapgy Iving i e shadirn) M Logh showced sed venrd @0 ol of the ires monbery, ecluding ibo
lrraliea mansger, iBSEEEE e bidy S riondlly, as ool an ibe proph of Secedvala gemeraliy.

Thed osiutbnm s it v dlind mod reply om bier mewlis ad s

A, NEF. Loggh gl vo carricd aaay o bor sqeivam, ihat sbe even complainnd tual ther viflage
doaky wiet iis bl ligg § m (e shades | iog koo with iby lad am it hacks? ! X

Fldase Soke (il (i sfgrowaben soercis of g imad righod BENVEm & il sriomed 0 scl (a Lhe
cosntrmry, it diwlerks rke ivew ind creales bad werking aemesphars

Fleast pdle Lhal the orew b nod poisg to deal with this kisd of abaend behasiee o sl

I eapind you 8o Tindd 2 way e wap Mikho Manchevsin

Chrtd Auty, Vieina Jovanoska
Thamk woa ne

Februasy 1, 3000
Hobart Jarsdniski

Lecadion Munsgor

Depidr Chad ond Voping:

FHI.
scene T [Mew York F045k
pir oo Dasdigel ond szhedule

i ageing make-up has been budgefed;

raither Jot's ner Samontha schodules were takes info considonation whes
schedding TRa? dcona.

plecte re-read 1R seens and advise haw ta shaat it in sna day, o3
scheduled: Phe dcena is 2104 pages long, requires Serious make-up (B job is aged,
Luke iz wousdied, Lilith is pregnantt Asgels is o new ac1ress, requires visoal
effects, id o peried piace set ia a bugy sty

Please edwids
Seagerly,

Milsho Menchevshi



HISTORY n-l.mm (DUST: LTD C{-{f}lj AHJTL;- |

MEMO
LR o T =
L gat it o ¥ o e, BH L R R L DL
A Ane Crabtrew w:ﬂn T R RS T e Wil
Froe: ™ Ml Tuchy i I
Dhle: 256,00
# B
fMilchom @ Gonerilld3 Bowe, how | loved
Dear Ane this intriguing, incredibly clever and

Melcho Maachevski has asked me 1o ifoem you of seven prs ADSOIULELY UNique movie. .|

whilaf o the production of making the film ~Dus”

1 o important issme i5 a8 the backgroand exmrs. who s smo save poovme =
thas that. Tha villagers nead to bave their clothing moch moee broken dowes, in
keegung with the period and ttke of the Hm, which bas perbaps beea overlooked
Af Izt craring ko the oatune of our schedule. This muas be addressed, for the
remaznder of the shoot as it bas been felt tai valuable dme bas been bost, on shood

dayi, for approval.

F Ad per our conversaton, the so “umm
the smhesticly of te couteme, mnet A WP

biood, dusl, urioe. sfains snd m

Fet Dot foveam P GRO-Tr a0
Lo P 1Y Bl am QQE-THTagER
mara ilberr g

Byt b

Eive & vision and scope t@the ji
LN Bouh [ and Midcho would Tike &

et whicd coold he sbown o Minlster Lshen Paunonk

umange 3 gnen bo b with voms fi indgtry of Culture
Thank you for your sssrstance im s n Macedania

fd_..,--"'___"'-u.‘ BY Fax - 38951 127 112

2
Nedl Tuohy

* Assistant Director )&, O.-,.,r?\-e,:

1 My 2000

I e wELing 3o pay how Ty plsksrd | am Lt chire hi been such @ constructie
collabaration betwean the Usited Kisgdom and Macedonls on the film DLIET, |
usdprgtand that fiming on DUST, dimected by Milche Memcnevitl and famisg
Jasegh Fiennms and Adsisn Lester, wil bagis Lot thx mats o loeatias i
Mscedon The film s being preduced by The Fim Congertium, & Londes baved
sy, and thalr dhisf exscutive, Chely Auty, has £0bdl e B bemanaaty
helphial e, your Minstry sed Government bhive Bain

| vednted 1o Thara, you iod B vely <ofiaded Bde o which you have Bees abie to

ghve.

1 youl are wisiting Beitain ot any tlme | veoeld S very Bapey ta msat you ba ek

=
0. Qe fo

JAHET AMDERSOMN MP



O Satonsay, bldy 56 2000 0 00 Ak

Dot We. Rl oo i

| wmteed the Irderreed s momeng and happened o fnd an arscle descaitsng yoar moion
pctnd "Dl e Wil guele rdersdted B3 e refaseo 1o e abdoctan of Mol Elen Siand
B Fmaring Ol Talion Areoeshieg I i Boke | daad o P Irdsmed, "Tra “Thl o
e disorreered the ongeral memoens of bliss Sione and hee companion_~

Wi Ok wlid froy rriddhinril il gl ek doidier, iBOth wile'h Dm0t B wdllige of
By, Frdy sl haradnit B8 8 B0 pecbDi] B N P mOounlsen. S B O BT
Lt g ]

Kl @nd iy grasl rardiathed, bear, wans chalden of Demised Popalelandy, & Baniks
eeicrarr T Telry i Codreiriend By T FrOtekliels B osnced 1 A rencas $once i
Samokoy. Thir P 804 s Sl inchadan Professos Consisnisrs S whi
compied and pubished fa fre ikiganan-Engiam Cacionany

¥idu ey e i B ke (AT Tenaa Caparier, B Puliser Drds marvend Sulhd’ &
At compbeng B book on e Shone-Cllon afae S haes @ conirmcl Wi Semon and Shoaeer
i b York (rear hushand 5 Mewswesi's $eresr Chnology Bdaor, Sweeen L)
Torwna vinsbed us hars n Wchigan & SSe ovr 8 yoar aga. Sha el wh agme i pourds of
o of rrofeciiti | harnew By coBecing cvad D il 0 the Slefancy family and
LR U P
| Fupv g crvmioneng & weebagen Wit ome nformabon on Pus padsect

il ey e g - CoCOi TR i i ) B
Cognatd you Bl el RSl ASOuA B maruscnpl poor e dibcoresond? | e inwane of Sna
¥ ikt Tha? Baieiwer s 2o, Sieden Cuble pragaed | weonder d pour paesyl l2eand
BTN vl P
Lissskdnig forward 19 hasning from yeu
iy

Ferard

Tolku mnogu momenti od Prashina me potresuyvaal sto
= bazrezervna sakam da pridonasam za prezentiranja na
> leoite gledana na Zvolol praku Do iimow
=

= Pozdray



JOSEPH FIENNES A0 WENHAM

o L L Ry P

DUST

T v o L 0

Urdcrunately, Manchavski's last film, wh
f OV s
| LN i E -
of [he cihal arg, and poor musacal
site of Before e Rain which wes mag
s HOT recraabe Mikch

= pngEnbad in fha

Bev ma premierara 1 taman sto se vrativ... eden od najdobrice Western sto sum gi gledal pa
mi ki

diviet zapad:). Po obica) maogy 2desaduvaat a vo ovaj sluca) ne bese nisto dosadne |

ras nie sum Znael deka na naseto podnebije mozelo da se napravi |u;f.|5-l'-.'|| western od

o opas imase koluminacija 1 na najsitnata rabota, najistoriska bese angela., ke ja zapamaetat
b .., bese orginalna 1 imase ik kaj dosepa vo nieden film po nemam videno.  premaogu
l-\.i:,:'.ll'l'l.:\. Wi Mmaj .|"\-|'|_|"'||I (R IEE]S !!\_I.3|_| . |_||_||:|. na |'H_-\-||_"' l-\.ll':!ll.'l' |'~|_"\-||' ‘!l.'lllllr;!.l‘r||.||.| .'n:l:-_ll.l | I_||‘; ol v
paris brodot. . site luge. prockcijata - koga ke se odbrani so postuzavnikot od korsumao:) )
potoa mi se |,||'||_'|.I;,EI".| !-...I|'\'|"1.II'||_|'. Turcin...i scenata koga se izmeni el ikaznata od 200 na 20
turct .. po zelbata na edge. . .mnogu bese smesno 1 edinstveno. fancuzinkata . neznam kako
s wikase,. o grase likot na senata kako sto go igrase neda kaj nas 0 mnogu mi bea

slicni...skoro vo se.., ... poiboa mi se dopadna nacinor na koj sto site prikazni bea spoeni...

F | Al JEH M ] i eha da ja mpomnam prika L o & raskaza ang 1.1 i s
n kII_:I' opstvavay potreba o Jil SSATEIITENLA T FIEEALTIALE ST 3 raskaza ang 1 Il s

&5
cimi deka gl navera sive da ja rapomnat i da ja prenesuvaar. .. imase ogromna
s ldonost, . site bea sebicni.kako sto sme vo realniot zivot site luge,d vo taa sebicnost site si
i baraar zadovelstvara.. mnogu bea ubavi zlarnicive...:)) mu davaa vrednost na flmor..so
nivnata boja i nacinod ng prikazuvanie,. JEMesani 50 crvenite gnaminia mi go napravija
kejfor memam zosto. enac flmov e western istoriski Jjuboven aketja horor | plus
makedonsko new vork-ski |'-'-:_'I:_:I'-|'-.- amin edno prasanje Tosto g p'riL.n.-".ll. as malite raboti

VO momentol koga g istaknuvas |-I.'-|q-|:||'.|-.r od sekogas me inetersiralo:) ]:-c'-.r-.|r.|1.




Drear Milcho, 1 saw “Daist™ and | haven't words to say nothing . sometimes it's betier 1o say
nathing and to respect the interior silent to think this mowi the day after

Fim sure that 1 write semething in this day about words of the giomalia who had interaded you
Fm rot agres with the interpretation of them abouwt the movi, ('m aol agree with inlerpretation
i thiik that this film is a fact and people have 1o take this like the greatest irie

sorry for my bad english and thanks for the emodion that vou have prodeced again

st

FMacoletia

» Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 22:49:01 EDT
" Su]_:jq_'n:_'r: Thilnkx

» Hey Milcho!

» | wanted to thank vou so much for the screening of Dust at KYUL [ really loved it. Itisa
wonderful film, T had seen "Before the Rain® in preparation for Dust, as 1 like to
familarize myself with a director's vocabulary before hand. [ loved Before the Rain so
much too, and the way that vou expand on your concept of ime manipulation within a
film is extremely engaging. The time-continuum “flaws” that you present in Before the
Rain to pop out of the seemingly cyclical narrative, really grow so well in Dust. While
BETR raises the question of how a narrative can be controlled fictionally, Dust takes the
idea and runs with it, And Adrian (the guy from peter brook's hamlet, forget last name)
and the older woman's creative control over the Macedonian Western is such a pleasure
to watch, and something only too few flms really even attempt to deal with- dealing
with a film as a conrstruct of the filmmaker, and then characters therein. These
characters are so human, and a story, filled with delicious nuance and details (my
favorine, the urine after dearh, .‘\.I.III'H_"TI'IEI'!H 1 have wirnemed thar few ever n-|'|:||.*|'n|_11.-r:l 1% %0
great. But 1 shiould stop. lest | begin to rave with remnants from my film critigue classes
from college...!

>

= Y ours,

= Michag] ===



BUST BILTVERES, leruary L5, 3005
B Aagels Goodwin [oreds, Rodds Uniled Sabey] - Gee all my neverel

apa, s
Firading arsd Bryieg ool GUST Irii Wiy Ward Pigeribe winr wan Wen Trdieg i poele of foad D vy Lhe claner fyle
PGt skt 5 T diTeE wein 33 Dl Fabwoodd a0 Sardel LD - [ran Thin ooe’s For you.

1 et T gt i Hhan Polnh g g d dremar i, but he and hin Bl deew BN [0 MBS o0
=i el =re- OF 8- bie] wesl—

Nnl 1 e, From e -, SEarting ool in Sederi-fly Mew York, BUST b Lile Thal widelds with Teass sad
Furms. (P vl e Dy wabching on, wefalerien mibeng Thep 8 ol ledeiing, B N TR ERRnOE Sid woman ey
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JUST AMORAL OBLIGATION

by Milcho Manchevski

Macedonia is collateral damage of the US policy in
Kosovo. A report by the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (which monitors the events in
Macedonia), a statement by the State Department, and a UN
officer this week all pointed at the Albanian separatists fighting
in this Balkan country as perpetrators of ethnic cleansing
directed at the Macedonian
(often incorrectly called
Macedonian Slav) population.

Die Saat der Waffengewalt

ambassadors. There are primary, secondary schools and
colleges in Albanian; an Albanian university is about to open.
There are tv stations, theaters, newspapers in the languages
of the minorities. Why then the recent ethnic violence?
The Albanian militants claim they are fighting for human
rights. This is a mantra which has proven to be a winning
argument in the past. However, this time the human rights
issues are a front for armed redrawing of borders. The
occupation of territory, abduction and murder of civilians,
the threats to bomb the parliament building (in downtown
Skopje, the capital), cutting off water supplies to the third
largest city and - finally - the ethnic
cleansing perpetrated on the majority
Macedonians (who are a minority
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the international community.
After tense negotiations,
the Yugoslav army left
peacefully, an admirable task
credited mainly to the first
Macedonian president Kiro
Gligorov. There was tension
(Gligorov himself survived
an assassination attempt
which left him with one eye
and with shrapnel lodged in
his brain), but no fighting. The
government and the people
were repeatedly applauded by
the international community
for their efforts in creating and maintaining a multiethnic
society. (The international community didn’t help, though.
The embargo on Yugoslavia crippled Macedonia’s feeble
economy; Greece waged its own embargo on the young
state.) Parties representing ethnic minorities sat in the
parliament. Albanian parties were coalition partners in
all governments since independence, and at present six of
seventeen government ministers are ethnic Albanians, the
parliament vice-president is Albanian, as well as several

from NATO-administered Kosovo.
The UN Security Council last week
requested that KFOR and UNMIK
patrol the porous border more
vigilantly.

American, EU and NATO
diplomats try to broker a peace
agreement which centers on better
guarantee for the Albanians’
minority rights, as a pre-requisite
for disarmament. This misses the
point: the radical Albanians fight for
territory.

They are doing precisely what
many observers have been warning
against for years - escalating the violence until the average
citizen gets affected and radicalized.

Even though the diplomats insist they will not negotiate
with NLA (whom NATO'’s secretary general George
Robertson called “thugs and murderers”), the west is - de
facto - legitimizing killing in the name of a language dispute.
What a paradox!

Meanwhile, the fragile and impoverished country which
was praised for its multiethnic society and government,
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the same country which was (and is) the primary base for
NATO’s operation against Milosevic’s Yugoslavia and peace-
keeping in Kosovo (much at its own peril), the country
which took 350,000 refugees from Kosovo (an increase in
population of whole 15%) is being ripped apart under the
armed onslaught of gunmen armed and trained by NATO.
Macedonia is collateral damage to NATO’s involvement
in the Balkans. The US and its allies consider it too risky
to try to disarm KLA (or NLA), even though this was an
explicit responsibility of their Kosovo mandate. Last year’s
disarmament of the KLA was largely a symbolic affair. Body
bags are not sexy, so NATO chose to let the militants keep
their western weapons. (Three weeks ago the US evacuated
several busloads of militants from the surrounded village
of Aracinovo - complete with their weapons. A rumor that
seventeen American advisors were among the surrounded
extremists triggered an angry reaction by the Macedonian
crowds who tried to block the busses, and later stormed the
parliament building.)
NATO’s Kosovo
escapade did much gl*
more than arm and
train the militants who
now execute a classical
blowback. It escalated
the conflict in the
Balkans to a higher level.
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The psychological effect of the entire world
putting itself on the side of the Great Cause
(as seen by the Albanian extremists) has given
a boost to their armed secessionist struggle.
Ethnic cleansing and occupying territories is an
advanced step in redrawing borders. The last ten
years in Yugoslavia taught us what this leads to.

The US has a chance to stop the bloodshed
and further collapse of democratic values in
Europe. This can not be achieved by hypocritical
appeals to “both sides.” NATO, EU and the US
applied immense pressure on democratic Macedonia not to
defend itself. Now, the aggression and insurrection got out
of hand. As a result of the “peace process,” Macedonia is on
its way to federalization and disintegration.

Last month President Bush issued an order blocking
the accounts of the leaders of NLA and barring them from
entering the US; the European allies followed suit. This is
obviously not enough.

If the US wants to demonstrate its stand against redrawing
borders in the Balkans, if she wants to stick to her word
(NATO promised to defend Macedonia, as General Wesley
Clark points out in his book), if the she doesn’t want to set
an example where she discards her allies when tough action
(even on a minor scale) is demanded, then the US should
choke the arms supplies and send the warmongers where
Milosevic went. The NLA must be forced to abandon its
armed aggression and insurrection BEFORE there is more
political talk. The US must do this even if it requires limited
military involvement, such as arresting the NLA leaders
(and expanding Bush’s “black list”) and
seizing its arms depots. The US has a
moral obligation to stop them from turning
Macedonia into another Afghanistan or
Cambodia, two sad examples of blowback
and collateral damage from American
involvement . As we learned in Bosnia,
leaving the ethnic-cleansers unchecked
causes much more trouble down the line.

Or, as that proverbial lawyer in a
Hollywood joke said: “Good news. It’s
only a MORAL obligation.” Except this
time it is a practical obligation as well.

Milcho Manchevski wrote and directed the Academy
award-nominated “Before the Rain,” which also won Golden
Lion at the Venice Film Festival, Independent Spirit Award
and 30 awards worldwide.
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